
 

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR WATER 

PROTECT YOUR 
 CHILDREN’S FUTURE 

Less Mercury, More Gold and Better Health 

KEEP 
YOUR WATER CLEAN 



 

 
PEOPLE 
NEED CLEAN 
WATER 
 
FOR 
 
COOKING, 
DRINKING, 
BATHING 

CLEAN 
DRINKING 
WATER 
 
WOMEN MUST BE  
INVOLVED IN  
PLANNING 
 
COMMUNITIES 
PARTNER WITH 
INSTITUTIONS 
 
NEIGHBOURS  
DESIGN, BUILD AND  
OPERATE WATER 
SYSTEM  

 
DIRTY WATER 
CAN MAKE 
PEOPLE SICK 
 
 
KEEP MERCURY 
AWAY FROM  
WATER 
 

BAD FOR FISH, 
ANIMALS, 
 PEOPLE 

SOLUTIONS 

SCREEN 
TO TRAP 

FLIES 

CHEAP 
MATERIALS 

FRESH 
AIR 

BUILD PIT LATRINES 

WATER 
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is the big danger 

 
HUMAN AND 
ANIMAL 
WASTE 
MAKE  
WATER 
UNHEALTHY 
 
 

 
MERCURY 
GOES INTO 
RIVERS 
 
 
MERCURY CAN 
TRAVEL VERY FAR IN 
RIVERS 
 

MERCURY MAKES  
PEOPLE SICK, EVEN  
PEOPLE  LIVING  FAR 

AWAY 

ENSURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR WATER 

SUPPLY CLEAN 

CLEAN DRINKING WATER 
GET UPHILL OR UPSTREAM FROM HUMAN AND MINING 

WASTE 

MERCURY AND SILT CONTAMINATE THE 
WATER FAR DOWNSTREAM 

DANGERS  WATER 
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DON’T USE 
CYANIDE IN 
TAILINGS 
WITH 
MERCURY 
 
MERCURY IS MORE 
EASILY ABSORBED 
BY PEOPLE 

SOLUTIONS 

 
DISPOSE OF 
TAILINGS IN 
ISOLATED 
PONDS AWAY 
FROM WATER 
 
BURY POND WHEN 
FULL 
 
PUT A FENCE 
AROUND THE POND 
 

 
DO NOT 
DISCHARGE 
SLUICED SOILS 
TO NEARBY  
RIVERS 
 
BAD FOR FISH AND 
ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
CYANIDE AND  
MERCURY CARRIED 
IN RIVERS AND 
PONDS CAN 
CONTAMINATE  
FISH —  
POSING HARM TO 
MANY PEOPLE 
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WATER 



 

WATER DANGERS 

DO NOT ALLOW TAILING PONDS TO 
OVERFLOW TO NEARBY STREAMS 

OPEN, UNPROTECTED CYANIDATION PONDS 
POSE RISK TO ANIMALS, PEOPLE 
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DO NOT 
AMALGAMATE 
USING BARE 
HANDS 
 
USE GLOVES 
OR USE A PLASTIC 
AMALGAMATION 
BARREL 

AMALAGAMATE IN ENCLOSED PONDS 
AWAY FROM LAKES AND RIVERS 



 

 
DON’T USE 
MERCURY 
IN BALL MILLS 
 
YOU LOSE BOTH 
GOLD AND  
MERCURY 

SOLUTIONS 

 
DIRTY WATER 
CAN CARRY 
DISEASE AND 
CAN CAUSE 
SICKNESS 
 
 

 
NEVER USE  
OR BURN 
MERCURY 
NEAR OPEN  
WATER 
 

WATER 

MERCURY IS  
CARRIED TO 

 PEOPLE DOWNSTREAM 

NO CHILDREN NEAR 
MERCURY 

OR BURNING 
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DO NOT 
DISCARD  
GARBAGE, 
PLASTICS OR 
CHEMICALS IN 
STREAMS 
 
KEEP WATER SAFE 
FOR PEOPLE,  
ANIMALS, FISH 


